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SENATEX J0INT RESOLUTION

proposing an amendment to Article VIII, Section 2, Subsection (anf

of the Texas Constitution{ to authorize the legislature to exempt
from taxation solar or wind-powered energy devices,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1, That Article VIII, Section 2, Subsection (a)é of
the Texas Constitution{ be amended to read as follows:

"(a) All occupation taxes shall be equal and uniform upon
the same class of subjects within the 1limits of the authority
levying the tax; but the legislature may, by general laws, exempt
from taxation public property wused for public purposes; actual
places of religious worship, also any property owned by a church or
by a strictly religious society for the exclusive use as a dwelling
place for the ministry of such church or religious soclety, and
which yields no revenue whatever to such churenh or religious
society; provided that such exemption shall not extend to more
property than is reasonably necessary for a dwelling place and in
no event more than one acre of land; places of burial not held for
private or corporate profit; golar or wind-powered epnerav__devices:
all buildings used exclusively and owned by persons or associations
of persons for school purposes and the necessary furniture of all
schools and property used exclusively and reasonably necessary in
conducting any association engaged iIn promoting the religious,
educational and physical development of boys, girls, young men or

young women operating under a State or National organization of/yf
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like character; also the endowment funds of such 1institutions of
learning and religion not used with a view to profit; and when the
same are invested in bonds or mortgages, or In 1land or other
property which has been and shall hereafter be bought in by such
institutions under foreclosure sales made to satisfy or protect
such bonds or mortgages, that such exemption of such land and
property shall continue only for two years after the purchase of
the same at such sale by such institutions and no longer, and
institutions of purely public charity; and all laws exempting
property from taxation other than the property mentioned in this
Section shall be null and void."

Sec. 2. The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of this state at an
election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday {n
November, 1978, at which election the ballots shall be printed to
provide for voting for or against the proposition: "The
constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to exempt from

taxation solar and wind=powered energy devices.,"
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LEGISLATIVE BUDGET BOARD

. Austin, Texas

FISCAL NOTE
March 28, 1977

Honorable A. M. Aikin, Jr., Chairman
Committee on Finance

Senate Chamber

Austin, Texas

In Re: Senate Joint Resolution No. 53
By: Hance

Sir:

In response to your request pursuant to Senate Rule 94, Subsection (g),
this office finds the fiscal implications of Senate Joint Resolution No. 53
(proposing an amendment to the Texas Constitution to authorize the Legisla-
ture to exempt from taxation solar or wind-powered energy devices) to be

as follows:

The Resolution would make no appropriation but would consti-
tute prior legislative authorization for an appropriative
request. The cost of publication prior to election is esti-
mated at $17,750 in fiscal year 1979.

Due to the current experimental state of the art of solar and
wind-powered energy devices, no significant loss of revenue to
the State or its local governments, should the Resolution be
approved, is anticipated in the five years following adoption.
Assuming the feasibility of solar or wind-powered energy devices
is established at some time in the future, a loss of tax revenue
would result from adoption of the Resolution, but the timing and
amount of the revenue loss cannot be accurately estimated for

the purpose of this fiscal note.
;Zogas Mi Keeﬁ

Director

Source: State Comptroller of Public Accounts;
Secretary of State; LBB staff.
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Hance - , ' : S.J.R, No. 53

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION

proposing an amendment to Article VIII, Section 2, Subsection (a)

_of the Texas Constitution to authorize the 1egisléture to exempt

from‘taxation solar or wind-powered enerdy devices,
. BE 1T RESQLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:
Section 1, . That Article VIII, Section 2, subsection (a) of
the Texas Constitution be amended to read as féllows:

" -®(a) . All occupation taxes shall be equal and uniform upon
the same class of subject§ within thg 1imits of the authority
levying the taxs but the legislature may, by general laws, exempt
f;om faxation public prOpefty used for public purposes; actual
places of religious worship, also any provertly owned by a church or
by a strictly religious society for the exclusive use as a dwelling
place for the ministry of such church or reliajous society, and
which yields no revenue whatever to 'such church or religious
soefety: provided that such exemption shall not extend to more
property than is reasonably necessary for a dwell;ng place and- in

ho event more than one acre of land:; piaces of.burial not held for

“private or corporate profit; solar or _wipd-powered enerqy__devices:

‘all bujldings used exclusively and owned by persons or assoclations

of persons for school purposes and the necessary furnifure of all
schbois and property used exclusively and reasonably necessary in
conducting any association engaged in promoting the religious,
educational and physical development of boys, qirls, young men or

young women operating under a State or National organization of
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S.J.R. No, 53
1ixe character; also the endowment funds of such institutions of
learning and religion not used with a view to profit; and when the
same are invested in bonds or mortgages, or 1in iand or other
property which has Seen and shall hereafter be bought in by Such
institutions under foreclosure sales made to satisfy or protect
such bonds or mortgages, that such exemﬁtion of such land and
property shall-continue énly for two years after the purchase of
the same at such sale by such institutions and no longer, and
institutions of purely pﬁblic charity; and all 1laws exempting
property fromz taxation pfher than the property mentioned in this
Section shall be null and void,"

Sec, 2, The foregoing 'constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to a vote of the qualified electors of this state at an
election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
November, 1978, at which election the.ballots shall be printed to
provide for voting for or against the proposition: "The

constitutional amendment authorizing the 1eqislature'to exempt from

taxation solar and wind-~powered energy devices,"
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s . ‘ COMMITTEE 'REPORT

The Honorable Bill Clayton 5// 7 /7 7
Speaker of the House of Representatives (date)
Sir:

We, your COMMITTEE ON  CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS . to whom was referred S.JT.R.53

have had the same under consideration and beg to report back with the recommendation that it (measure}
( )( ) do pass, without amendment.
( ) do pass, with amendment(s).
( ) do pass and be not printed; a Complete Committee Substitute is recommended in lieu of the original measure.
—Aftseai-mote-ras ted cs-gttached-arpari-of-thisreport—
reguestecon eme-ig-a¢ -
(date)

This measure (X ) proposes new law.,
( ) amends existing law.
House Sponsor of Senate Measure VA LE

The measure was reported from Committee by the following vote:

AYE NAY PNV ABSENT
Von Dohlen L/
Jones l/
Bryant l/
Clark, B. v
Close v
Hendricks L~
Johnson v
Robbins /
Schieffer v

[ ]
Total: 5,
aye

o) . CHAIRMAN
present, not voting

i absent W

comw%’e COORDINATOR
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BILL ANALYSIS

Background Information

Article VIII, Section 2, Subsection (a) of the Constitution
currently provides exemptions from the requirement that taxes
shall be equal and uniform upon the same class of subjects
within the authority levying a tax. The exemptions include
public property use for public purposes, actual places of
religious worship, property owned by a church or religious
society for the exclusive use as a dwelling place for the
ministry of the church or religious society, building used
exclusively and owned by an assoc1at10n of persons for school
purposes, etc.

Purpose of the Resolution

To propose an amendment to the Constitution to authorize
the legislature to exempt from taxation solar or wind-powered
energy devices.

Section-by-section Analysis

Section 1. Amends Article VIII, Section 2, Subsection (a)
of the Constitution to add solar or wind-powered energy devices
to that list of items which shall be exempt from ad valorem
taxation.

Section 2. Provides that the constitutional amendment be
submitted to the voters at the general election to be held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, 1978.

Summary of Committee Action

Pursuant to a suspension of the rules in accordance with House

Rule 21, the Committee considered S.J.R. 53 in a public hearing on
May 19, 1977. After discussion of the resolution, the Committee
voted to recommend it favorably to the House by a vote of five

ayes and no nays.
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S.J.R. No. 53

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
proposing an amendment to Article VIII, Section 2, Subsection (a)
of the Texas Constitution to authorize the legislature to exempt
from taxation solar or wind-powered enerqgy devices,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1, That Article VIII, Sectiop 2, Subsection (a) of
the Texas Constitution be amended to read as follows:

"(a) All occupation taxes shall be equal and uniform upon
the same class of subjects within the 1limits of the authority
levying the tax; but the legislature may, by general laws, exempt
from taxation public property wused for public  purposes; actual
places of religious worshié, also any property owned by a church or
by a strictly religious soclety for the exclusive use as a dwelling
place for the ministry of such church or relialious society, and
which yields no revenue whatever to such church or religious
society; provided that such exemption shall not extend to more
property than'is reasonably necessary for a dwelling place and 1in

no event more than one acre of land; places of burial not held for

‘private or corporate profit; S.Qla.r._gx‘._uLm:manig_msnu_ﬂﬁ!iuaz

all buildings used exclusively and owned by persons or associations
of persons for school purposes and the necessary furniture of all
schools and property used exclusively and reasonably necessary 1in
conducting any assoc;ation engaged in promoting the religious,
educatiohal and physical development of boys, qirls, young men or

young women operating under a State or National organization of
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like character; also the endowment funds of such institutions of
learning énd religion not used with a view to profit; and when the
same are invested in bonds or mortgages, or Iin 1land or other
property which has been and shall hereafter be bought in by such
institutions under foreclosure sales made to satisfy or protect
such bonds or mortgages, that such exemption of such land and
property shall continue only for two years after the purchase of
the same at such sale by such institutions and no longer, and
institutions of purely public <charity; and all laws exempting
property from taxation other than the property mentioned in this
Section shall be null and void.,"

Sec., 2, The foregoing constitutional amendment shall be
submitted to a vote of tﬁe qualified electors of this state at an
election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday 1in
November, 1978, at which election the ballots shall be printed to
provide for voting for or against the proposition: "The
constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to exempt from

taxation solar and wind=powered energy devices,"




S.J.R. No, 53

Preside;?—zz-the Senate

Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that S.J,R. No, 53 was adopted by the senate

on May 17, 1977, by the following vote:

Yeas 28, Navs 2,

I hereby certify that s,J,.R, No,
on May 26, 1977, by the following vote:

present not voting.

RS G CLET RS Y IS S Saa G G S

Secretary cf the Senate
53 was adopted by the house

Yeas 132, Nays 11, one

Approved:

Date

Governor

Chief CI;rk o0f the House
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A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing an asendment to Article VIII, Section 2, MAYI']]QTT
Subsection (a), of the. Texas Constitution, to authorize the leglslature - ~ ] Received from
to exempt from taxation solar or wind-Howered energy devices. the Senate
: LA
_3—//-77  Filed with the Secretary of the Senate - L //éw 4117/‘/
_MAR 1 4 1977 Read, referred to Committee on TINANCE — C ol K 4
10 Mt Clork, House of Representatives
MAY | ST Reported favorably. fiebresentatives
Reported adversely, with favorable Committee Substitute; Committee Substitute ¢ READ 1st TIME
read first time. ‘ DR TQ COMMITTEE ON
- NAY 181677 oo Dbl
rdered not printed.
MAY 20 1977
MAY 1 7 1977 Senate and Constitutional Rules to permit consideration suspended by MaY 19 197 Favorably >
(mmmm- DAY L9 197 Reported umbwmonnily (rehmended, Sent to Printer__ 225 477
WM MAY 20 1977 .
°2 7 yeas, 2 nays. / Ootlenn . Printed And Distributed_./2_ 35 ,P”'

S To permit consideration, reading and passage, Senate and Constitutional Rules MAY 20 1977 . .59 9m
mm n Calendars _L-i,ﬁ———
. suspended by vote of yeas, nays. Al &V Wl gsent To Committee O

MAY 17 1977 d { ordered engx_‘ossed. ) gArn_AY 2 61977

Read second time an

[ondered engrossed. MAY 2 61877 %
Caption ordered amended to conform to body of bill. —_
MAY 171577 Senate and Constitutional 3-Day Rules suspended by vote of e -
. yeas, __mnays to place bill on third reading and final passage. HouSE OF REFRESETIATIES /
; | | | 133 qpans ' "“‘“(*— v
MAY 1 7 1977 Read third time and passed by { 26’ 2/ 3 P
yeas, nays.

OTHER ACTION: MAY 26 1977  RETURNED TO SENATE -

Seghetary of the Pénate

ETURNE Do ~ -
. May 26 197R FROM HOUSE

%9 / ” [ ¢ 77 Engrossed

Mw Sent to HOUSE ml M
JENGRO%SING CLERK
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